AMESBURY
CITY HALL

62 Friend Street
Amesbury, MA 01913
978-388-8100

City Council Meeting Minutes

VIRTUAL MEETING
Tuesday, January 11, 2022
7:00pm

This meeting was conducted under S. 2475, An act relative to extending certain COVID-19 measures adopted during
the state of emergency, signed on June 16, 2021
The public can view this meeting on:
e ACTV Channel 12
. the ACTV website: amesburyctv.org/channel-12-live
. or the ACTV Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/AmesburyCommunityTelevision
Public comment can be made by:

. Emailing your comment in advance to clerk@amesburyma.gov. Your comment will be read aloud
at the appropriate time in the agenda and entered into the public record.
. Commenting on the Facebook Live stream on Amesbury Community Television’s Facebook page,

https://www.facebook.com/AmesburyCommunityTelevision. Please begin your comment with PUBLIC
COMMENT if you would like it to be read aloud. If the public hearing for the item you wish to speak on
has already been closed, your comment will be added to the record but not read aloud
Members of the public were able to dial in to GoToMeeting at +1 (872) 240-3311 Access Code: 938-518-373
Copies of agenda items (first and second readings) can be found online at www.amesburyma.gov/city-
council/pages/2022-council-bills

Meeting was called to order at 7:04pm
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilor Deschenes

Members present were Councilors: Deschenes, Frey, Hickok, Hogg, Lennon, Mandeville, Rinaldi,
Stanganelli and Wheeler.

A moment of silence was held for Mr. Steven Wagner.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve the minutes of November 23, 2021 with a correction to
change the header from Hybrid to Virtual.

Councilor Stanganelli seconded

Roll Call was taken and it was voted in favor (7) Abstained (2) Deschenes and Hickok

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve the minutes of December 7, 2021 with corrections to the
header to read Special and Virtual and correct the spelling of Chief Berkenbush in three places.
Councilor Hogg seconded

Roll Call was taken and it was voted in favor (7) Abstained (2) Deschenes and Hickok

Councilor Lennon moved to approve the minutes of January 3, 2022.
Councilor Rinaldi seconded
Roll Call was taken and it was voted in favor (9)

Mayoral Appointments —

2022-006 Appointment of Erika Didrikson to the position of member of the Cultural Council for a term to
expire January 11, 2025
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Councilor Lennon moved to approve as proposed with the new expiration date of 1/11//2025.
Councilor Stanganelli seconded
Roll call was taken and it was voted in favor (9)

2022-007 Appointment of Meg Costello to the position of member of the Cultural Council for a term to
expire January 11, 2025

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve as proposed with the new expiration date of 1/11/2025.
Councilor Mandeville seconded
Roll call was taken and it was voted in favor (9)

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve the monthly list of licenses
Councilor Frey seconded
Roll call was taken and it was voted in favor (9)

Correspondence
- President/Vice President Communications
. Council Committee Appointments

Councilor Wheeler stated that everyone should have received Addendum L document either in the packet
or electronically via the Google Drive. The list contains his appointments for the various Council
Committees. He stated that he tried to minimize the shifts of incumbent Councilors unless they expressed
a desire for change. He stated that he also spoke with our three new Councilors and he believes this list
best suits the needs.

He stated that he has asked the Mayor to re-appoint him to the AES School Building Committee.
Normally the Council President does not serve on committees other than Finance, however, because he
has served on this committee for approximately 4 years between time on School Committee and time on
City Council and that the committee has a limited life span remaining. The project should be done in a
little over a year and he suspects the committee will be disbanded shortly thereafter.

Councilor Wheeler read the list.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve the appointments of Council to the various standing
subcommittees including the appointment of Councilor Wheeler to the School Building Committee
as presented.

Councilor Hogg seconded.

Roll call was taken and it was voted in favor (9)

Councilor Wheeler mentioned the Campaign Finance Reports are due by January 20, 2022.

He reminded that the MMA Conference is still scheduled for January 21, and 22 in Boston. He reminded
everyone of committee vacancies available and that applications are due by February 3, 2022. The
Council will hold a joint meeting with each of the effected boards on Tuesday, February 8, 2022 to fill the
vacancies in accordance with the City Charter.

Councilor Lennon gave an update on Trader Alan’s Disposition Committee. She stated that they have had
their first organizational meeting of their full membership and will meet again on January 12, 2022 at 7pm.
They will go over the timeline for the project, execution, their community engagement plan and some of
the goals and projects they are trying to execute with that disposition program. They will be incorporating
the data and reporting from the east end neighborhood smart growth planning project. She invited all to
attend and listen in.

- Communication from Elected Officials, Boards and Commissions
Mayor Gove stated that there are lots of projects in the works and they look forward to a productive two
years. They have the school coming to completion and other projects that we have started, they have
applications pending with the state. They have a lot of grant money that needs to be spent and they want
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to be strategic and thoughtful and work with the Council to make that happen. She introduced Ann Marie
Casey as her new Chief of Staff.

- Council Communications, Announcements and Committee Reports
Councilor Stanganelli stated that he was not looking for answers tonight but would like the administration
to give us an update at our next meeting on Maples Crossing and the status of our CFO. Angel will be
working with us through this to help keep critical oversight.

Mayor Gove stated that they will be more thorough with Maple’s Crossing at the next meeting. They are
still interviewing for the CFO position however Angel will be working with us through this to help keep
critical oversight.

Councilor Mandeville stated that he had a conversation with a resident today who has questions about
some things happening. A request was made that perhaps a city council agenda was created that people
could opt into so that they could receive the agenda via email. He stated that it is always available on line
and they could go online to the website anytime to find that information and the response to that was, yes,
but that is one more thing they need to keep track of, to remember when city council meetings are
happening and then to go on the website to check if there was anything they are interested in.

Mayor Gove stated that the city website is being upgraded soon with a new platform which includes an
agenda & minutes section that you can subscribe to for any updates made. It should be up and running
approximately in mid-February.

Public Comment

Amanda Haggstrom, City Clerk read three comments received via e-mail. (copies attached)
1.) Tracey Chalifour

2.) Chris Hyde

3.) Erica Moretti and Brian Goioa

Council Response to Public Comment
None
First Readings

2022-008 An order to authorize the transfer of $46,679 from the FY 22 reserve fund to various general
fund city departments in order to fund mid-year salary and wage adjustments for FY 22 — Mayor Sponsor
Summary: Ordered that $46, 679 be transferred from the FY 22 Reserve Fund which has a current
balance of $200,000 to fund mid-year salary adjustments which were settled after the adoption of the FY
22 operating budget.

Councilor Mandeville moved to send 2022-008 to the Finance Committee and hold a public hearing
on February 8, 2022.

Councilor Hogg seconded.

Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

2022-009 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend a Community Compact Cabinet (CCC) Information
Technology Grant from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. — Mayor Sponsor

Summary: This $156,000 state grant from the CCC will fund technology improvements for the City of
Amesbury.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to send 2022-009 to the Finance Committee and hold a public
hearing on February 8, 2022.
Councilor Lennon seconded.
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Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

2022-010 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend a FY 2022 Body Worn Cameras (BWC) Grant from
the Executive Office of Public Safety & Security (EOPPS) Office of Grants and Research (OGR). — Mayor
Sponsor

Summary: This $48,000 state grant from EOPSS/OGR will fund a portion of the BWC program for the
City of Amesbury.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to send 2022-010 to the Finance Committee and hold a public
hearing on February 8, 2022.

Councilor Frey seconded.

Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

2022-011 An Order to authorize the Mayor to expend an FY 21 604B Water Quality Grant from the
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Environmental Protection (Mass DEP) — Mayor
Sponsor

Summary: This $70,540 state grant from MassDEP will fund development of a City-wide plan of
prioritized water quality restoration recommendations to be used as a roadmap over the next
decade. Watershed-Based Plans (WBPs) will be developed or updated for the Powwow River, Lake
Gardner, Back River, and Lake Attitash. Additionally, a preliminary Green Streets survey will be
completed for downtown Amesbury, which will focus on improving water quality, reducing stormwater
flows, and controlling stormwater volume. The total project cost will be $75,820; the City will provide
$5,280 to match the $70,540 grant.

Councilor Lennon moved to send 2022-011 to the Finance Committee and hold a public hearing on
February 8, 2022.

Councilor Hogg seconded.

Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

Late Files

2022-012 A resolution in support of extending a temporary mask mandate to all indoor spaces to support
ongoing public health and safety needs- Councilor Stanganelli Sponsor

Councilor Deschenes moved to suspend Rule 5D.
Councilor Lennon seconded.
Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (7) OPPOSED (2) Hogg and Wheeler

Councilor Stanganelli commented this is strictly advisory to the Board of Health to add to their agenda.

Councilor Hickok stated this is a time of extraordinarily high Covid positivity and transmission. The
intention behind the resolution is to reduce stress on our public health systems, ER departments, School
staff, teachers and children. The further intention is to keep our businesses and schools open by
increasing safety for customers, vendors and employees, many of whom fear the unknown outcomes of
long term Corona Virus disease. Amesbury’s Board of Health should make a data driven decision to start
and stop an indoor mask mandate tied to measurable statistics. If they do so, and if the city can make
available supplies of K-95 masks for those impacted by an indoor mask mandate, it should.

Councilor Lennon reminded that resolutions are non-binding and here the resolution is for the Board of
Health to meet to deliberate the matter. We have no authority whatsoever as to the institution of a mask
mandate or the non-institution of a mask mandate. The discussion we are having tonight is whether or not
we should ask another body to discuss the matter and make a decision. That is the limit of the Council’s
scope on the resolution.
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Councilor Deschenes stated he finds this measure along the lines of Councilor Lennon. This measure is
reasonable, thoughtful, very measured, time appropriate and our attempt to give direction to the Board of
Health is also appropriate. His own observation and experience with Covid-19, his is isolated in his home
with Covid-19 symptoms despite taking reasonable precautions. He feels this is well within their
responsibility as a municipal council to make this statement. He hopes the municipal council makes this
statements strongly as possible with as many positive votes as it can. He feels a temporary mask
mandate, driven by data, is completely consistent with science, completely consistent with the nature of
Amesbury as a caring community and it is completely consistent with the purview of the Board of Health
which regulates the temperature of water with which food servers wash their hands.

Chief Berkenbush stated that we are currently trending upward inconsistency with the country. He stated
that he knows that many state and federal assets have been deployed throughout the nation. He stated
that he has a couple of employees who are actively helping in the mid-west at some medical facilities.
The Omicron in our general area is alive and well. It is not as deadly or as potent as the other variants.
Typically, it will stay within your nose or upper respiratory area. It does not seem to adhere to the lungs.
Even though the numbers are going up at a relatively good clip, he is not necessarily overly concerned
with the overall effect. It is a bad cold season at this point in time. He is aware that someone at some
point will drag something from the news of some obscure case somewhere to point him wrong but the
general data he has been able to gather, people are sick, but not as sick as with the delta variant.

Councilor Mandeville is looking for guidance from other councilors as to how this is implemented and
details to said mandate are to be taken up with the Board of Health.

Councilor Wheeler stated that his understanding is the power to adopt a mask mandate is totally with the
Board of Health. The council’s entire input would be the resolution. It would be up to the Board of Health
as to whether to adopt one or not. This is the council’s only input.

Matt Steinel, Chair of the Board of Health stated normal procedure is either the issue would be brought
before the board by being a normal item on the agenda placed by either a private citizen requesting to be
heard or by a member of the Board of health requesting the item be put on the agenda and then heard or
an issue that a department staff member thought maybe should be heard by the board.

For them to take up and consider a mask mandate without any details, is what he is concerned with. If the
city council passes this resolution to be added to the agenda and consider, they would need to know the
details to be considered before they could take action on it. Otherwise, at the hearing they would take it
up for discussion and then be looking to our Health staff for guidance to put together an actual resolution
or come with examples we could then vote on.

Councilor Lennon stated the resolution we are attempting to vote on tonight is simply to ask the Board of
Health to deliberate. The Board of Health is under no burden of responsibility to take up the matter. We
cannot force an agenda item on the Board of Health and we certainly are not able to define it. Our doing
this is simply a polite request.

Councilor Stanganelli commented that the resolution outlines what the action would be. In paragraph 1
and 2 of the body of the resolution.

He mentioned a poll conducted on Facebook where more than 500 responses were provided with more
than 78% were in favor of this language.

Councilor Deschenes reviewed Georgetown and their mask mandate. He knows someone who has Covid
and symptoms. This person would never do this, but in Amesbury that person could go into a coffee shop,
mask less, and spread this around. It is very easy to catch. This is a serious health issue and we are
asking the Board of Health to kindly take this up. He asked the council to vote to do so.

Councilor Wheeler echoed the comments. He offered a potential amendment to the title of the resolution.

He suggested changing the word extending to “adopting. On Page 2 under the Be it Resolved section; In
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paragraph 1 after the word follows add a semicolon and strike the rest of the paragraph. Paragraph 3, line
2, strike “public or private” and add “open to the public,”

Councilor Stanganelli stated he would be happy to move to amend as such and that this in no way was
the intention for private settings.

Chief Berkenbush stated that private property is just that and you would have a hard time getting the
Board of Health or a judge to enforce any mask mandate on private property. Public places just as last
year, there are businesses in this community that will not enforce it. He stated that he went last year with
Chief Scholtz and spoke to these people. They flatly refused to comply. There is really no-one to enforce
it. We have a health inspector who is one person. We have a health nurse who is currently still doing
vaccine clinics. We are still doing contact tracing daily and we are still helping the schools to keep them
on the straight and narrow. Even if a board in this community asked us to do it, there is no-one to do it,
unless you hire someone specific to do it.

Councilor Deschenes asked how it was done last time. The Health Officer did not make an argument for
putting in place a mask mandate. The Health Officer made a practical argument for not putting in a mask
mandate. The Board of Health can or cannot take it up at their meeting. The Health Officer did not make
an argument just now.

Councilor Lennon moved to approve 222-012 as amended by Councilor Wheeler to the title and
body amendments made during his comments and sponsored by Councilor Stanganelli.
Councilor Hogg seconded

Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (7) OPPOSED (2) Frey and Rinaldi

Councilor Lennon moved to suspend Rule 5D for 2022-013 through 2022-021
Councilor Mandeville seconded
Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

Councilor Lennon moved to approve Council appointments 2022-013 through 2022-020.
Councilor Mandeville seconded.
Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

2022-013 Appointment of Nicholas Wheeler to the School Building Committee with a term to expire on
December 31, 2022 - Mayor Sponsor

2022-014 Appointment of Anthony Rinaldi to the Energy Committee with a term to expire on December
31, 2023 - Mayor Sponsor

2022-015 Appointment of Michael Hogg to the Energy Committee with a term to expire on December 31,
2023 - Mayor Sponsor

2022-016 Appointment of Steve Stanganelli to the Amesbury Housing Trust Committee with a term to
expire on December 31, 2023 — Mayor Sponsor

2022-017 Appointment of Jon Hickok to the Economic Incentives Committee with a term to expire on
December 31, 2023 — Mayor Sponsor

2022-018 Appointment of Anthony Rinaldi to the Economic Incentives Committee with a term to expire on
December 31, 2023 — Mayor Sponsor

2022-019 Appointment of Adrienne Lennon to the Disposition Committee with a term to expire on
December 31, 2023 — Mayor Sponsor
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https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-013-appointment-of-nicholas-wheeler-to-school-building-committee-mayor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-013-appointment-of-nicholas-wheeler-to-school-building-committee-mayor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-014-appointment-of-anthony-rinaldi-to-energy-committee-mayor-sponsor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-014-appointment-of-anthony-rinaldi-to-energy-committee-mayor-sponsor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-015-appointment-of-michael-hogg-to-energy-committee-mayor-sponsor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-015-appointment-of-michael-hogg-to-energy-committee-mayor-sponsor
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-016-appointment-of-steve-stanganelli-to-the-amesbury-housing-trust-committee
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-017-appointment-of-jon-hickok-to-the-economic-incentives-committee
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-018-appointment-of-anthony-rinaldi-to-the-economic-incentives-committee
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-019-appointment-of-adrienne-lennon-to-the-disposition-committee

2022-020 Appointment of Jon Hickok to the Community Development Block Grant Advisory Board with a
term to expire on December 31, 2023 — Mayor Sponsor

2022-021 Appointment of Amy Vander Els to the Cultural Council with a term to expire on January 11,
2025 — Mayor Sponsor

Amy Vander Els stated that she is a resident and Artist on Water St and stated that she feels it is time to
give back.

Councilor Stanganelli moved to approve as amended to change the expiration date to 1/1/2025.
Councilor Mandeville seconded
Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

Adjournment

Councilor Stanganelli moved to adjourn at 8:41 pm.
Councilor Lennon seconded

Roll call was taken and it was voted IN FAVOR (9)

Respectfully submitted,

Sharon Dunning
Assistant City Clerk
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https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-020-appointment-of-jon-hickok-to-the-community-development-block-grant
https://www.amesburyma.gov/city-council/pages/2022-021-appointment-of-amy-vander-els-to-the-cultural-council

